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SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA,  

COUNTY OF NEVADA 
 

 
NEW NEVADA CITY COURTHOUSE PROJECT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1. Who owns the Nevada City Courthouse and Annex? 

The Nevada City Courthouse and Annex are interconnected and for all practical purposes 
function as one building. The building is owned by Nevada County. The Superior Court of 
Nevada County occupies a little more than half of the complex. The Trial Court Facilities Act 
of 2002 made the state responsible for court facilities statewide. Under the transfer agreement 
executed between Nevada County and the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), the 
County holds title to the Courthouse, and the AOC has responsibility for the space occupied 
by the Court. 
 

2. Who is the AOC, and why are they managing this project? 

The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) is the staff arm of the Judicial Council of 
California. The Judicial Council is the policymaking body for the California court system, 
including the trial courts, known as “Superior Courts,” based in each county. Among other 
responsibilities, the AOC is primarily responsible for planning, acquisition, design, and 
construction of court facilities. 

 
3. Why is a new courthouse needed?  

The current historic courthouse is a significant town landmark, but no longer functions well 
as the main courthouse for the Superior Court. The court's current space is unsafe, 
substandard, overcrowded, and functionally deficient. The state's functional study applying 
current design standards indicates that the court needs more than twice the square footage it 
currently occupies. For example, approximately 800 people enter the building each day, 
using single doors, and all queuing is outside, exposed to the elements. The entrance has 
room for only one security screening station, so it can take 15 minutes to clear security 
screening at peak times. The building lacks a jury assembly room, so current juror check-in 
and assembly take place in the hallways. The building lacks secure hallways and holding 
cells adjacent to courtrooms, so in-custody defendants use the same hallways as the public 
and staff. The court's space is also not compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 
4. Why can’t the historic courthouse be renovated? 

The state's study of the Court's needs indicate that there is not enough space on the land 
occupied by the current courthouse to accommodate the court's basic needs as well as the 
County's current uses of the building. Even if the County were to move out of the building, 
renovation of the historic building to current seismic standards, building codes, and current 



Nevada City Courthouse project FAQs 
 

 2  

statewide design standards for court facilities while preserving its historic character, as well 
as provision of swing space in the interim, would be prohibitively expensive, beyond the 
current budget for the project. The primary impediment to compliance with current  judicial 
branch standards is the requirement for three separate and distinct zones of circulation, one 
for the public, one for judicial officers and court staff, and one for in-custody defendants and 
law enforcement officers.   
 

5. If it can’t be renovated for the Court, what will happen to the historic courthouse 
when the new courthouse is completed? 

There are no plans to demolish the historic courthouse. The Court and the AOC fully support 
the community's desire to preserve the historic courthouse building.  The court's space in the 
current building will revert to County use once the court vacates it; therefore the County will 
have the option of using the entire building for administrative functions. 

 
6. Who decides where the new courthouse will be located?  

In deciding where to locate the new courthouse, the AOC will work closely with the Superior 
Court and with a Project Advisory Group, which will include court leaders and 
representatives from the legal community, the Sheriff, and local government (County/City). 
The AOC follows a standard site selection policy and process. The process involves 
objectively evaluating all potential sites and selecting at least two sites that meet agreed-upon 
criteria for the proposed new courthouse in providing access to justice for the Nevada City 
area, within the confines of the project’s budget and schedule. 
  
The AOC and the Court will identify site selection criteria of greatest relevance and 
importance to the Court. The AOC will identify possible sites that meet the criteria; a local 
real estate broker has already been engaged to assist with this process. Then all site 
alternatives will be ranked against the criteria. The Presiding Judge will sign off on the site 
selection criteria and the preferred and alternate sites. The site selection must also be 
approved by the state Public Works Board. Site selection and acquisition typically take a year 
or more. 

 
7. Will the new courthouse stay in downtown Nevada City? Within the city limits? 

The Superior Court of Nevada County and the AOC recognize the strong community support 
for keeping the courthouse in downtown Nevada City. We are working with community 
leaders to explore every option for doing so, and we are pursuing every manner of 
community collaboration that would be required to meet that goal. However, in keeping with 
its site selection policy and process, the AOC must seek and evaluate all feasible options for 
siting the courthouse that fit the court's functional criteria, and options within downtown 
Nevada City are very limited. Therefore, the AOC's preliminary site search and evaluation 
may also include options outside downtown Nevada City.  
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8. How much land is required for the project? 

A little less than 4 acres is required for both the courthouse and associated surface parking. 
The AOC will consider site configurations in which the parking would be nearby but not on 
the same lot as the building. 
 

9. Whom should I contact if I know of a potential property for the courthouse?  

Please contact the real estate broker for this project, Christine Foster, 
christine@christinefoster.com, 530-274-2801, extension 12. 
 

10.  How soon will a site be selected? 

To keep the project on schedule, the AOC expects to secure site selection approval by the 
state Public Works Board by spring 2011, which means preliminary site selection will need 
to be finalized by early 2011. The AOC typically submits a preferred and an alternate site for 
approval. 

 
11. How will environmental reviews be conducted? Who will be the lead agency for 

CEQA? 

The AOC will be the lead agency for environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The AOC expects to perform a full environmental 
impact report (EIR) for the project to ensure the most comprehensive review of the project's 
environmental effects. The public will be invited to an initial scoping meeting before the EIR 
is developed, and as with all EIRs under CEQA, the draft report will be published for public 
review and comment.  There will also be another public meeting during the circulation of the 
draft to ensure the community has an opportunity to submit comments. 

 
12. When will the CEQA process start? 

The AOC expects to hold a community scoping meeting, which will initiate the EIR process, 
when it has short list of possible sites, expected by the end of 2010. 

 
13. Why is money being spent on a new courthouse when there are so many other 

local needs and there is a state budget crisis? 

The project is funded and managed by the state, not the County, using funds specifically 
approved by the state legislature for courthouse construction.  These funds come from court 
fees and fines, so new court construction is paid for by “user fees,” not the state's General 
Fund. The courts comprise the judicial branch of state government, now independent of the 
County administrative structure. The Court and County share the same building, the County 
collects court-imposed fees and fines, and the two entities work together in many areas but 
are separate government entities.  

mailto:christine@christinefoster.com�
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14. How is the new courthouse being funded? 

The courthouse will be funded from statewide increases in court user fees, authorized by 
Senate Bill 1407, which passed in 2008. This bill approved the issuance of up to $5 billion in 
lease revenue bonds to fund this project and 40 others throughout the state, to be repaid by 
court fees, penalties, and assessments. 

 
15. How will the local community have input regarding the courthouse project? 

There are several avenues through which the local community will have input. The court is 
already participating in community dialogue through the "Save the Downtown Courthouse" 
committee.  A few community leaders will be involved as members of the Project Advisory 
Group, and the court is working with the City and County leaders to create a community 
interest panel to continue local outreach and dialogue as the project progresses.  Anyone can 
join an email list to directly receive official announcements and updates regarding the 
project; instructions for joining are on the project’s web page. As previously noted, the public 
will also be invited to participate in the project's environmental review process. 

 
16. How many courtrooms will be in the new courthouse? 

The proposed courthouse will include six courtrooms in approximately 83,800 square feet. 
 
17. Will a new jail be located close to the new courthouse? 

As the site selection process proceeds, the AOC and the Court may be able to identify and 
prioritize sites near the existing jail or where adjacent space for a future jail may be possible, 
along with other important criteria. However, the construction and operation of a new jail 
would be the county’s responsibility. 

 
18. Who will design the building? 

This AOC is conducting the search for an architecture and engineering firm for this project. 
The request for qualifications went out August 6, 2010, proposals were due September 1, 
2010. Based on recent experience, the AOC expects to review numerous proposals from 
highly qualified firms for this project. A short list of candidates will be announced in mid-
October, 2010. The AOC and the Court will participate in interviews of the short-listed 
candidate firms. The AOC expects to announce final selection by the end of 2010.  

 
19. Will the project hire local contractors and use local suppliers? 

When the project is in architectural design, the state will select a construction manager 
(currently scheduled for 2012). The construction manager will perform local outreach to 
ensure that qualified local subcontractors and suppliers have the opportunity to bid on 
construction work when that phase nears. Construction is scheduled for early 2014 through 
summer 2015. 

 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/occm/projects_nevada.htm�
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20. Will the new courthouse be energy-efficient and sustainably designed? 

Yes. All courthouse projects to be funded by SB 1407 are being designed to receive LEED 
Silver certification by the U.S. Green Building Council. This is a national standard for 
sustainable design, and energy efficiency is among its key criteria. 


